WATER QUALITY REPORT 2005 

DEPARTMENT OF WATER WORKS MICHIGAN CITY, INDIANA Message from the Superintendent 

We're pleased to once again present to you this year's Annual Quality Water Report. This Report is designed to infonn you about 

the quality water and services we deliver to you every day. Our constant goal is to provide you with a safe and dependable supply of drinking water. We want you to understand the efforts we make to continually improve the water treatment process and protect our water resources. 

We are pleased to report that our drinking water is safe and meets federal and state requirements. 

If you have any questions about this report or concerning your water utility, you may contact the Main Office at (219) 874-3228. We want our valued customers to be informed about their water utility. If you want to learn more, you may attend the Water Board meetings. They are scheduled every month on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m., in the Main Office, 532 Franklin Square. 

Water Source and Treatment 

The greater area of Michigan City receives its drinking water directly from Lake Michigan, a surface water source. It is treated through a conventional treatment process that includes Flocculation-Sedimentation (the mixing of Alum into the water to create I!Flocl! which allows large particulate matter to settle out of t!Ie water) and Filtration (to remove fine particulate matter and ~cro- organisms from the water). Chemical additions.are also required which includes Chlorine (for bacteriological removal), Alum (to remove large particulate matter), Fluoride (to prevent dental decay), and Chlorimines (the mixture of chlorine & ammonia which allows for longer disinfectant levels in the water distribution system and to remove the chlorine odor from the water). 

Monitoring & Measuring Contaminants 

The Michigan City Department of Water Works routinely monitors for contaminants in your drinking water according to Federal and State Laws. The Table on the back shows the results of our monitoring for the period of January Ist to December 31st, 2005. Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection Agency's Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791. 

It is important to know that some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with lllVlAids or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk and should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. EPAICDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium are also available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800) 426-4791. 

OTHER RELATED DATA 

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include, rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring minerals and, in some cases radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity. Contaminants that may be present in source water include: 

1. Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural, livestock operations and wildlife. 

2. Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally-occurring or result from urban stonn runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining or fanning. 

3. Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, stonnwater runoff, and residential uses. 

4. Organic chemicals, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are byproducts of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations, urban stonnwater runoff, and septic systems. 

5. Radioactive materials, which can be naturally-occurring or be the result of oil and gas productions and mining activities. 

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations that limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water which must provide the same protection for public health. 
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