
Driving Tips to Avoid Hitting Deer 

 BE AWARE Watch for deer by scanning the road from side to side as you travel. 
Be particularly cautious in low visibility conditions and in areas where shrubs or 
tall grasses are close to the road. 

BE ESPECIALLY ALERT DURING DUSK AND DAWN The highest risk for 
deer-vehicle collisions is between dusk to midnight and during the hours right 
before and after sunrise. 

USE HIGH BEAM HEADLIGHTS If you see the reflection of light from your 
headlight in an animal’s eyes along the side of the road, slow down. As traffic 
allows, use your high beams to improve visibility along the road. 

ASK FOR HELP If you have children (and/or other adults) in the vehicle, ask 
them to help you watch for deer at the side of the road. At night, passengers can 
help watch for the reflection of the deer’s eyes caused by the vehicle’s headlights.  

DEER OFTEN TRAVEL IN GROUPS If you see one deer cross the road, 
assume others may follow. 

BE CAUTIOUS DURING SEASONAL DEER MOVEMENT Deer are likely to 
be running during rut and deer hunting season (October-December); mothers are 
likely to be traveling with fawns (May-August. 

DON’T RELY ON DEER DETERRING DEVICES Deer whistles and other 
devices have been shown to be highly ineffective in preventing deer-vehicle 
collisions. 

USE CENTER LANE As long as local traffic laws allow, the center lane is your 
safest choice for avoiding a deer collision on a multi-lane road. It will give you 
more time to react if a deer runs across your path. 

SLOW DOWN AND BLOW YOUR HORN Use a long, continuous blast of your 
horn to scare deer away. 

BRAKE FIRMLY AND DON’T SWERVE Stay in your lane when a deer 
crosses your path. Swerving can put you at risk of losing control of your vehicle or 
hitting another vehicle. Swerving can confuse the deer as to which way to go. 



OBEY SAFETY LAWS Always wear your seatbelt. Over 60% of people injured 
in deer-vehicle collisions were not wearing their seatbelts. Observe posted speed 
limits and don’t drive too closely behind other vehicles. 

WHAT	TO	DO	IF	YOUR	VEHICLE	HITS	A	DEER	
~Drive	your	vehicle	to	the	side	of	the	road	as	soon	as	it	is	safe	to	do	so.	
~Turn	on	your	hazard	lights	and	be	careful	of	other	traffic	if	you	get	out	of	your	
vehicle.	 	
~An	injured/confused	deer	can	be	dangerous,	if	approached.	Stay	away,	even	if	it	
appears	dead.	
~Contact	emergency	services	regarding	location	of	collision,	where	deer	the	
injured	or	dead	deer	is	on	the	road,	and	whether	there	are	any	passenger	injuries.					
	~Follow	instructions	of	the	responding	officer.	
~Contact	your	insurance	agency;	take	pictures	if/when	it	is	safe	to	do	so	
	
	
	
REFERENCES:	DNR,	Humane	Society	US,	Insurance	Information	Institute,	State	
Farm	Insurance,	Geico	
																										


